
 

Appendix L – Public and Agency Review of the Draft EA 
 

 



 

Public Involvement Details 

A public notice (found in this appendix) was advertised in a local newspaper explaining that the Draft 

Short Form Environmental Assessment (EA) was available for public review and comment and included 

directions on how to provide comments to the project team and request a public hearing. 

 

To allow the public a chance to thoroughly review the Draft Short Form EA, the document was available 

for 31 days prior to the closing of the commenting period. Physical copies of the Draft Short Form EA 

document were available for public review at the West Michigan Regional Airport (Airport) Administration 

Office during normal business hours and an electronic copy was available on the Airport’s website. 

 

Summary of Public Comments and Reponses 

No public comments were received. 

 

Summary of Agency Comments and Responses 

Correspondence from six agencies was received on the Draft Short Form EA and is included below: 

 

• City of Holland 

The City provided a letter that included four comments. These comments are included below and 

the letter is provided later in this appendix. 

 

1. The proposed improvements fall within the jurisdiction of the Tulip Inter-County Drain Board 

(Board), so separate approval is required from that Board as well as the City of Holland (City) 

for its stormwater ordinance requirements. The Board will not permit additional impervious 

surfaces as proposed without mitigation improvements. 

 

Airport Response: Comment noted. The Final Short Form EA has been revised to 

include these approvals for stormwater ordinance requirements, as well as reference 

to the needed mitigation improvements. These edits were made in Section 3a. 

Surface Waters. 

 

2. The proposed improvements will require some large-diameter storm sewer work. 

 

Airport Response: Comment noted.  Coordination will take place between the City 

and the Airport prior to final design.  

  

3. The improvements as proposed would eliminate the possibility of connecting the end of 

Geurink Blvd. with the end of Regent Blvd. to the north, which has been discussed as a 

possibility in the past and is included in the WMRA Airport Layout Plan (ALP). The City wants 

to retain the ability to connect these two streets in the future and may be willing to approve a 

different location for the connector.  

 



 

Airport Response: Comment noted. The Airport will coordinate with the City 

regarding the desired street connections.  However, no changes to the project area 

are expected.  

 

4. Public water and sanitary sewer lines bisect the subject property and if easements do not 

exist for those utilities, they will be required. Any future buildings/structures would not be 

permitted within the easement areas. There maybe a possibility to move these utilities, but 

the Holland Board of Public Works (HBPW) would need to approve the move. 

 

Airport Response:  During final design the Airport will coordinate with the City 

regarding the need for easements and the location of existing utilities. These 

requirements were added to the Final Short Form EA in Section 7, Permits. 

 

• City of Zeeland 

The City Manager responded that they had no comments on the Draft Short Form EA. 

 

• Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

A representative from the Michigan DNR responded that they had no comments. 

 

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

EPA’s NEPA program is in receipt of Mead & Hunt’s email requesting review of a Draft 

Supplemental EA for the proposed North Hangar Taxilane Area at the West Michigan Regional 

Airport (BIV or Airport) in Holland, Michigan. At this time, due to staffing constraints, EPA will not 

be reviewing or providing comments on the documents submitted.  However, please continue to 

send us NEPA documents for review.  We would appreciate having a minimum of 30 days to 

review and provide comments on EAs.  

 

To ensure that all of FAA’s NEPA documents are correctly routed to the NEPA program, please 

be sure to send all NEPA-related documents and requests to the EPA Region 5 NEPA email box 

at R5NEPA@epa.gov.     

 

Airport Response: Comment noted. All future NEPA-related documents and requests 

will be sent to the EPA Region 5 NEPA email box at R5NEPA@epa.gov.  

 

• Fishbeck – on behalf of the Allegan County Drain Commissioner  

A representative from Fishbeck provided a Tulip Intercounty Drain (Tulip) Policy Review in 

response to the request for comments on Draft Short Form EA. This document is included later in 

this appendix, and its findings are provided below: 

 

Upon review, no significant impacts to the Tulip have been identified presuming the site 

will be designed to meet the requirements of the City of Holland Stormwater Ordinance 

and the Tulip Watershed Policy Statement.  

mailto:R5NEPA@epa.gov
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Airport Response: The Final Short Form EA in Section 3a. Surface Waters 

has been revised to include compliance with the City of Holland stormwater 

ordinance requirements. 

 

The draft Short Form EA should be updated to include the most recent FEMA map that 

shows the influence of the 100-year floodplain. Fill within the Tulip floodplain must be 

mitigated under the Tulip Watershed Policy Statement. A Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) permit may also be required. 

 

Airport Response:  Appendix K Water Resources of the Final Short Form EA 

has been revised to include the most recent FEMA map.  Section 2. Floodplains 

has been revised to include the requirement to mitigate floodplain impacts.  Fill 

placed within the regulated floodplain will be mitigated with a compensating cut at 

a 1:1.25 ratio, as outlined in the Tulip Watershed Policy Statement.  

 

• Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

EGLE provided two separate responses. First, an email message was sent addressing floodplain 

impacts for the project location (found later in this appendix). Second, a formal letter (also found 

later in this appendix) providing five comments on the Draft Short Form EA. The comments are 

found below: 

 

Email message addressing the floodplain impacts:  

 

Thank you for passing along the draft short form EA for the proposed hanger and taxilane 

expansion at West Michigan Regional Airport. The assessment states that there will be 

no impacts to the 100-year floodplain of North Branch Macatawa River, but the FEMA 

maps appear to intersect with the eastern portion of the project (see attached Firmette for 

the project location). If you believe the work is outside the regulated floodplain, please 

provide detailed maps and drawings showing that the work is outside the 100-year 

floodplain or above the elevation of 669.7-feet. 

 

Airport Response:  Section 2. Floodplains of the Final Short Form EA has 

been revised to state that there will be minor impacts to the 100-year floodplain 

and a Part 31, Floodplain Permit will be completed prior to earth moving 

activities. 

 

The following five comments were included in the formal letter: 

 
1. The project, as proposed in the EA, will NOT require a permit under Part 301, Inland 

Lakes and Streams, and Part 303 Wetlands Protection of the Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA). The existing 

stormwater drainage ditches were constructed in upland, so any impacts to them will 

NOT be regulated under Part 303.  



 

 

Airport Response: Comment noted. 

 

2. If the project intersects with the 100-year floodplain of the north branch Macatawa River 

and work occurs below the elevation of 669.7-feet, then a permit will be required under 

the Floodplain Regulatory Authority of Part 31, Water Resources, of the NREPA. The 

FEMA FIRMette for the area shows the floodplain extending throughout the detention 

pond and the northeastern corner of the property.  

 

Airport Response: Section 2. Floodplains of the Final Short Form EA has 

been revised to include the need for a permit under the Floodplain Regulatory 

Authority of Part 31, Water Resources. 

 

3. A National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit will be required for storm water 

discharges associated with construction activities in accordance with Rule 2190 

promulgated in accordance with Part 31, Water Resources Protection, of the NREPA.  

 

Airport Response: Comment noted. This need for this permit was included in 

the Draft Short Form EA. 

 

4. A permit will be required under Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control, of the 

NREPA. Part 91 permits are generally issued by the county or, in some instances, the 

local municipality.  

 

Airport Response: Comment noted. This need for this permit was included in 

the Draft Short Form EA. 

 

5. A review of our database indicates no occurrences of State and/or Federal Threatened 

and Endangered species in the project location. However, your project location is within 

the range of the Northern Long Eared Bat and Indiana Bat, which are considered 

potentially present wherever suitable habitat exists within their range. You should consult 

with the Fish and Wildlife Service prior to preforming work or applying for permits.  

 

Airport Response: Comment noted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Affidavit of Publication and Public Notice 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Actual Copies of Letter and Comments Received by Mail or Email 

 
 
City of Holland Email: 

 
Good Morning, Mr. Ballard, 
 
Attached is a PDF letter with our comments regarding the proposed North Hangar 
Taxilane at West Michigan Regional Airport, Holland, Michigan 
  
For your convenience, the original hard copy of the letter has been mailed today. 
  
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment. 
 
Best to you, 
 
Keith Van Beek 
City Manager 
City of Holland 
Michigan 
 

Sinka Babinec 
Executive Assistant  
 
City of Holland, Office of the City Manager 
270 South River Avenue, Holland, MI  49423 
s.babinec@cityofholland.com │ m 616.355.1310 │ d 616.355.1317 │ f 616.355.1450 │ 
 

 
 

mailto:s.babinec@cityofholland.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofholland.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwilliam.ballard%40meadhunt.com%7C62779607a80d4d18bbeb08db8d1b0f68%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638258920031049872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1j%2FWXngV19DeIimuEs%2BII4tQ81MFaVCOkHWzUvQYbDs%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 



 

City of Zeeland Letter:  

 

Mr. Ballard – 
 
Thank you for submitting the above information to the City of Zeeland.  We have no comments on the 
Short Form EA. 
 
Thanks, Tim K. 
 

 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Email: 

 

Mr. Ballard,  
The DNR has no comments to add in reference to the above-referenced environmental assessment. 
Thank you, 
Taunia 
 

Taunia Sadler 
Executive Assistant to Deputy Directors Scott Whitcomb and Kristin Phillips 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
517-930-4989 

 
 

Environmental Protection Agency Email 

 

From: Pelloso, Liz <Pelloso.Liz@epa.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 2:18 PM 
To: Courtney Beard <Courtney.Beard@meadhunt.com>; misty.peavler@faa.gov 
Subject: EPA REVIEW -- BIV N Hangar Area Taxilane Short Form EA  
 
Misty and Courtney, 
 
EPA’s NEPA program is in receipt of Mead & Hunt’s email requesting review of a Draft Supplemental EA 
for the proposed North Hangar Taxilane Area at the West Michigan Regional Airport (BIV or Airport) in 
Holland, Michigan. At this time, due to staffing constraints, EPA will not be reviewing or providing 
comments on the documents submitted.  However, please continue to send us NEPA documents for 
review.  We would appreciate having a minimum of 30 days to review and provide comments on EAs.  
 

mailto:Pelloso.Liz@epa.gov
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To ensure that all of FAA’s NEPA documents are correctly routed to the NEPA program, please be sure 
to send all NEPA-related documents and requests to the EPA Region 5 NEPA email box at 
R5NEPA@epa.gov.     
 
Thanks much, 
Liz Pelloso 
 

Liz Pelloso, PWS 

National Environmental Policy Act Team 

EPA Region 5 
Phone: 312-886-7425 

Email: pelloso.liz@epa.gov 

 
From: Courtney Beard <Courtney.Beard@meadhunt.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 1:23 PM 
To: R5NEPA <R5NEPA@epa.gov> 
Subject: Project: BIV N Hangar Area Taxilane Short Form EA - File Transfer - BIV Draft Short Form EA 
Transmittal 
 

Good Afternoon, 
  
For your information and review is a link to download an electronic copy of the Draft Short 

Form Environmental Assessment (Draft Short Form EA) for a Proposed North Hangar 

Taxilane Area at the West Michigan Regional Airport (BIV or Airport) in Holland, Michigan. 

Hard copies of this document are available upon request. 
  
A legal notice announcing that the Draft Short Form EA was available for public review and 

comment was published in a local newspaper on July 16, 2023. The notice explained that a 

hard copy was available at the Airport Office and electronically on the Airport's website. The 

legal notice also provided information on how the public could request a public meeting if so 

desired. 
  
Following review and comment by your agency, if no significant impacts are identified, it is 

the Airport's intention to submit this document to the approving authorities (Federal 

Aviation Administration), with a recommendation that a Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) be prepared. A FONSI is the final step in the environmental clearance process. 
  
In order to maintain the project schedule, your comments are requested by August 21, 

2023. Please send your written or email comments to: 
  
MEAD & HUNT, Inc. 

William Ballard, AICP 

2605 Port Lansing Road 

Lansing, MI  48906 

william.ballard@meadhunt.com 

  

Thanks, and have a great afternoon. 

Courtney Beard 

Direct: 517-908-3146 | Transfer Files  
meadhunt.com | Experience Exceptional 
 

mailto:R5NEPA@epa.gov
mailto:pelloso.liz@epa.gov
mailto:Courtney.Beard@meadhunt.com
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mailto:william.ballard@meadhunt.com
https://newforma.meadhunt.com/UserWeb/Transfers/PersonalTransfer.aspx?personal=Courtney.Beard@meadhunt.com
https://meadhunt.com/


 

Fishbeck Email – on behalf of the Allegan County Drain Commissioner  

Denise, 
Please find our review letter attached.  
By this email we have copied William Ballard with Mead & Hunt who requested comments from your 
office no later than August 18, 2023.  
 
Claire E. Schwartz, PE | Senior Civil Engineer 
Fishbeck | w: 616.464.3947 | c: 616.560.5224 | Fishbeck.com 
 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishbeck.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwilliam.ballard%40meadhunt.com%7C3ff2c32a795945500d1208db99e26d26%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638272970173328851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OkTgxvD2p6fCAkV%2BTO9AmH6r13N4KP1W9Vusb7d62q0%3D&reserved=0


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Email 

 

Hello William, 
 
Thank you for passing along the draft short form EA for the proposed hanger and taxilane expansion at 
West Michigan Regional Airport. The assessment states that there will be no impacts to the 100-year 
floodplain of North Branch Macatawa River, but the FEMA maps appear to intersect with the eastern 
portion of the project (see attached Firmette for the project location). If you believe the work is outside the 
regulated floodplain, please provide detailed maps and drawings showing that the work is outside the 
100-year floodplain or above the elevation of 669.7-feet. 
 
Let us know if you have any questions, 
 

Ben Johnson 
Water Resources Division – Transportation Review Unit 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
Cell: 616-295-2787 
Email: johnsonb67@michigan.gov 
http://mi.gov/egletransportationreview 
 

mailto:johnsonb67@michigan.gov
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mi.gov%2Fegletransportationreview&data=05%7C01%7Cwilliam.ballard%40meadhunt.com%7Cbd78ad3826514b8ff4ce08db99d006f0%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638272891529149130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v3DeH5%2B4J%2BeUPTohqh%2B6dSqQoOoV%2BGeoTQK337ND13Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mi.gov%2Fegletransportationreview&data=05%7C01%7Cwilliam.ballard%40meadhunt.com%7Cbd78ad3826514b8ff4ce08db99d006f0%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638272891529149130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v3DeH5%2B4J%2BeUPTohqh%2B6dSqQoOoV%2BGeoTQK337ND13Q%3D&reserved=0


 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

List of agencies who received the Draft Short Form EA for review and comment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


